necessary. Since the communist party only holds 60 seats, the outcome was clear: several rounds of voting didn't produce a candidate with the result that new elections will have to be held shortly after summer.
In this way Moldova, already in the middle of a quickly deteriorating economic crisis, has been thrown into a political crisis as it had not seen since its independence in 1991. The lack of political maturity of losing parties in the elections managed to plunge the country into further chaos. The Moldovan example shows that, even in a democracy, it requires at least two to tango.
A comparable situation has developed in Georgia where, in early April, a large group of relatively small opposition parties went to the streets in order to demand the resignation of President Mikhail Shaakashvili. Although Western diplomats called on the opposition to enter into dialogue with the Georgian authorities, they stuck to their demand of Shaakashvili's unconditional departure. The authorities, having learned from the bad consequences of a police crackdown on an earlier demonstration in the centre of Tbilisi, this time showed total constraint and didn't intervene in any way in the demonstrations, even though they became more intrusive over time. This was a result of the fact that the lack of success of the demonstrations led to a dwindling numbers of demonstrations, so that the leaders saw themselves forced to look for new and more aggressive ways to keep the public attention. In this case as well, it is obvious that the opposition continues to reject the outcome of the presidential election which, from the very beginning, they have refused to accept, despite international observers concluding that the vote had been largely free and fair.
These developments should lead to a thorough discussion within the OSCE whether the present system of election observations should not be reviewed. If the opposition in various OSCE countries simply refuses to accept the outcome of elections, which have been labeled as 'free and fair' by the OSCE, the organization seems to have a problem.
Growing tensions in the Caucasus
The consequences of the brief war between Georgia and Russia last August and the subsequent Russian recognition of the 'independence' of Abkhazia and SouthOssetia continue to reverberate throughout the OSCE region. The tensions in the region remain high and it's obvious that the Russians continue to have a keen interest in a regime-change in the Georgian capital. Since the Georgian president Shaakashvili is considered to be a 'political corpse' -one with whom the Russians don't even want to talk -it's clear that Moscow will take any chance to bring about a change in Georgia. The ongoing demonstrations by the political opposition in Tbilisi are, therefore, a welcome development for the Russians and there are plenty of rumours that they are actively and passively supporting it.
Although the two Georgian break-away regions enjoy their so-called 'independence' (which has not been recognized by a single other state in the world except for Nicaragua), it is clear that, de facto, they are being integrated into the corpse of the Russian Federation. At the same time the situation on the ground
